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Roland Snooks is a partner of the experimental architecture practice Kokkugia, and is a lecturer 
in architecture at RMIT University. Roland has previously directed design studios and seminars 
at Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania, Pratt Institute, SCI-Arc, UCLA, USC and 
Victorian College of the Arts. Roland’s design research is focused on emergent design processes 
involving agent-based techniques. This research is the focus the forthcoming publication Swarm 
Intelligence: Architectures of Multi-Agent Systems. Roland holds a B.Arch with honours from 
RMIT University and a Master in Advanced Architectural Design from Columbia University where 
he studied on a Fulbright scholarship. Roland is currently a PhD candidate at RMIT University. 
He was named the Australian Curator for the 2008 and 2010 Beijing Architecture Biennials. 
Kokkugia is a experimental architecture design and research practice exploring generative 
methodologies developed from the complex self-organising behaviour of biological, social and 
material systems. It is a networked practice, with offices in New York, Melbourne and London, 
operating through design, research and teaching. 

BABIY YAR MEMORIAL 
Kiev, Ukraine 

This speculative project reconsiders the monument as 
object, instead positing the formation of an immersive 
space of remembrance, a space that emerges from the 
landscape and is carved from within a sombre stone 
monolith – an inverted monument. Rather than the 
reductive, singular, top-down imposition of form, this 
project explores the emergence of a space, rich with 
intricate detail, reflecting the culmination of individual 
differences within a multitude. The memorial is designed 
through the use of complex non-linear systems in which 
coherent order and space emerge from interactions at 
a local scale. This project is part of Kokkugia’s ongoing 
research into Behavioural Design Methodologies. These 
methodologies operate through Multi-Agent algorithms, 
where it is the interaction of simple architectural 
decisions at a local scale that gives rise to the emergence 
of a self-organised design intent.


